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TO THE RIGHT HO 
NORABLE FOUYN LORD 


DFGBY of Sherburne, Earle 
of Br1s Tow. 


ws f1 gular oood Lord: 


LAW Etreats from the World are ſettings forward for Heanen, 
DP And fince it is now ſo rare a faſhion,to haue many Aſſociates: 

DW in ſuch extrauagancies, me thinks their diuine Solitudes (or 
bs De/olations ) ſhould be pleaſed with preſentment of divine 
dy Conſorts. God himſelfe is entitled to Muſique, it being eutn 
bis owne ſpirits moſs ſweet inſpiration. For which cauſe 
baue —_ my beſt endenours to ſerue your Honor in your ſweet Solitari- 
neſſe ( as Sir Philip Sydney cals the fruition of bu owne) with my beſd abili> 
tie; 4s well to expreſſe my true gratitude, for all your rare goodneſſe in my 
attendance in Spaine; here and ewery where, wherein your right oble Fa- 
mily hath bound me with moſt ſtrong deſeruings ; As any bope 1 n my Vnwor- 
;hineſſe $0 pleaſe you worthily. In regard yorur good Lordſhip bath kerelofien 
beene feaſted with the Choice Muſiques of Chriſtendome ; whoſe Accents ſtill 
ſounding m your eares, muſi with all power of deſert keepe out the deſertleſſe 
eſſaults, or Aſſayes of Entrie made by mine owne deficiencies, But becauſe 


men many times (in curiout frare to ſeeme partiallin ſentence of their owne ©} 


labours ) are as many times ſcarce indifferent and equall ; If any worth all in 
theſe my ſolicitous watches could obtaine leſt paſſe ro your Honors dehght. 
I ſhould be more gladi0benow ſo deceined ; tben ener I was ſure of good 
ſpeed in my moſt happie and ſucceſſefull Ambitions. 
And fo reſt eucr your good 
Lord{hips , 


Walter Porter, 


— 


To the Praflitioner. 


"NY Entle Prafiitioner,, I haue boldly aduentred to publiſhtheſe Madrigals and Ayres; 
"Sr mayfſt blame my prefumprion, yet thou canſt not, if there' be avy goedneſlein 
thee, blame my intention and end , which is noothcr, but by this meanes to be free 

from burying that poore talent which God hath giuey me; and by this litele, to ac= 
knowledge his great goodnefle, and my will, if I had greater abilitic: and to exprefle in ſome 
meanec manner my thankfulnefſe ynro my Noble and worthy Friends, which, if they like any 
of them, 1 ſhall acknowledge my ſelfe well ſatisfied for all my labour and charge; if { 6a come 
to any of your hands, before you cenſure (why I know you will, and they that ynderſtand 
leaſt moſtiharply) lee meintreate yau to play and ſing them true , according to my meaning, 
or hearethen done {o; not in Reed of finging, to howle or bawlethem, and ſcrape in ficed © 
aver WY them tallly and fay they arenaught ; In ſo doing if they were nereſo 
; you'd ipoyle them; for I muſttellyou, a Compoſer, when he hath ſer a Song with all 
eardhe can, bath done burthalfe the worke , the other halfe is the well performing or ex- 
reffing thar in fringing or playing which he hath done in compoſing yg howlocuer I now muft 
EponccFoy yerthus Icould wiſh it; Thaucexpreſtin the part of the Harpſechora , themator 
and zzinor {1x (cs, by Flats and Sharpes, the figures Thaue put ouer the headof euery Notre as 
poere as I could, I haue made the ſinging Baſe alfo « thorow Baſe , in which you are 
not to fing but where tlicre are words or this figne +}: of Repetition; in the Songs which 
are” ſet forth wich Diuifion , where you find many Notes in a place after this manner 
. \inculeor ſpace, they are ſet ro expreſſe the Tri4o: I have made vic of theſe /ra- 


THT lias words, becauſe they ſhallnot miſtake, and fing them , if they were cxpreſicd 


nm Engliſh, being mixed amongſt the other werdes, Tace which is, that the 
me—Voyces or Infrumems, are to be (ilznt, or hold their peace, till ſuch or ſuch 
things be performed, alſo the word forte , which is Rtrong or loud, Thaue fer before mot 


of rhe Songs, Toccatos, Sinfonias, and' Rittornellos, which beſides the delight and yarietie 


much Ithought good tocertifie thee; vihat ſhall be wanting as through Baſcs , for the other 
Inftruments , which is to be viced ro make vpthe body of Muficke, according as Thaue ſer 
downe, thou muſt take alittle paines ro write out, as | hauetaken a great deale to make 
them, and to-have them printed, and when thou haſt done, let a little Charitie be ina part of 
thy cenſure, And T ſhall ftriae, if this haue but indifferent accepration, to doc ſomething tor 
We more yicſull,, rill which rime and cuer, 


T reſt thine in_all loue., 


Walter Paxtcr, 
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